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  Knights of Columbus 
       In Service to One, In Service to All 

          Rev. Robert F. Houlihan, S.J., Council 10937 

          Business Meeting – 14 November 2015 

 

I. General 

 Acting Grand Knight, Bill Hensen called the council meeting to order at 8:03 AM 

 Chris Kennedy offered the opening prayers.   

 Pledge of Allegiance 

 The Grand Knight called the role of officers and is noted as follows (P = Present; A = 

Absence; E = excused) 

 

Title Status Title Status Title Status 

Chaplain E Financial Secretary P Inside Guard A 

Grand Knight E Treasurer P Outside Guard P 

Dep. Grand Knight P Lecturer P Trustee 3
rd

 Year P 

Chancellor E Advocate P Trustee 2
nd

 Year P 

Recorder P Warden E Trustee 1
st
 Year P 

 

 The council unanimously approved the October 2015 business meeting minutes as read and 

published.  

 

II. Applications for Approval – Dennis Thumann  

 No new Form 100s.  

 1
st
 Degree Exemplification was held on 12 Oct 15. 

 The council’s new First Degree Knights: 

 Mr. Martin Castro. 

 Mr. Dermot O’ Doherty.  

 

III. Grand Knight Report – Gary Mayfield 

 Given by Bill Hensen.  

 Correspondence 

 Message from Gary reminding all about the mid-year state meeting 

o Given by Dennis Thumann.  

o Scheduled for 11 – 13 December 2015. 

o The primary business day for meetings and training is schedule for 12 December. 

o While it is opened to the general membership, council officers and directors are 

encouraged to attend the Saturday business meeting on the 12th.  

 Letter from Mr. Michael Kavanagh, District Marshall, concerning the “Colorado Springs 

Coats for Kids” drive (See Attachment 3).  

o Date is 27 November 2015. 

o Place – St. Mary Cathedral in Colorado Springs. 

o Solicitation of volunteers to help out.   

 Letter from Mr. Arthur Samson, State’s “Pennies From Heaven” Chairperson concerning 

the program, its associated benefits, and the organizations supported (See Attachment 4).  

 Letter from Supreme Knight Mr. Carl Anderson dated 15 September concerning the 

persecution of Middle East Christians and solicitation of donations for this KOC initiative 

(See Attachment 5).  
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o 4 million dollars has been raised to date.  

 The council is still looking for someone to step up and help with Membership.  

 Pennies from Heaven.  

 Knight of the Month – Martin Castro. 

 Family of the Month – Carolyn and Jay Calvarese. 

 

IV. Chaplain’s Report - Father Mike 

 None  

 

V. Treasurer’s Report – Dennis Cullen (See Attachment 1) 

Bank Balance - $26,252.48 Available Funds as of October - $19,666.71 

 Outstanding Checks - $2,044.99 

 Haley Funds - $2,442.06 

 Lady Knights - $2,098.72 

 

VI. Financial Secretary’s Report – Dennis Thumann (See Attachment 2) 

Report handed out at meeting  

It matches the Treasurer’s report  

Receipts - $1,183.81   Expenses - $1,523.16   Bank Balance - $26,252.48      

 The council has a positive cash flow of $4,886.72; a result of recent activities. 

 A gift check for $1,000 has been generated will be given to Father Marek in December at the 

annual Christmas party.    

 The Tootsie Roll Drive money collected for this year’s event is $3,563.88.  

o Note-worthy point of order - project lead Ford Fay turned in no receipts for tootsie 

rolls, the money spent is considered a donation.  

 

VII. Chancellor’s Update – Tim Pimmel 

 Given by Joe Musso.  

 Vocations. 

 The council is currently supporting two seminarians.  

o T.J. Kessler – Mt. St. Mary Seminary in Maryland 

o Andrew Koumy – St. Gregory the Great College in Nebraska  

o A $500 dollar gift check will be given to each.  

 The council is looking into supporting one, possible, two others:  

o Josh Quintana – MD. 

o Mathew Kane – NB.   

 Joe Musso led the Prayer for Vocations.    

 

VIII. Committee Reports – William Hensen, given by Chris Kennedy 

 

a. Membership – Roger Guidici/Brennan Mendus 

 Given by Chris Kennedy. 

 No new applicants. 

 The council has two new members, see aforementioned Section II. 

 Supreme verified four new members, the goal for the year is 11.   

 Help is needed by all council members to recruit new members.   
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b. Church Director Report – Jay Calvarese 

 Given by Chris Kennedy. 

 Donuts – ongoing 

 The Lady Knights sponsored “Trunk or Treat” event, held on 24 October after the 5pm mass 

was an outstanding success.  

 There were 22 cars and over 300 people in attendance.  

 It raised $2,000. 

o The Lady Knights are planning on making three donations, see aforementioned 

Section III.  

 The Advent reconciliation dinner for the priests is in the planning stages. 

 

c. Community Report – Ford Fay/Bob Luckner/Dan Doran 

 Given by Bob Luckner.  

 The Thanksgiving Basket Drive is currently underway, with donation sign-ups taking place 

after each Mass. 

 The goal is 450 baskets, requiring over $20,000 in revenue. 

o So far we only raised enough money for 350 baskets, the council is 100 shy.       

o There are 21 Pax families in need of support, up 14 from last year.  

o Additionally, Bob has been contacted by Father Jim Baron requesting help for 

stricken families in the Colorado Springs areas 

 It seems the councils in the Colorado Springs are into doing nor 

knowledgeable about this type of fund raising initiative. 

 The council will try to support Father Jim’s request for 15 baskets.  

 Additionally, a recommendation made to have a representative come from 

each of the Springs’ councils on the 21
st
 of November to witness the 

assembly and delivery operation.  

 Remaining schedule of events and activities: 

o 11/14 – 15, the last weekend for collecting donations before and after all four 

masses.  

 Bob put out a call for help for each mass,  

 Especially 5pm Saturday and 8:30am Sunday.  

o 11/19 - Donation collections end. 

o 11/20 – Food pickup.  

 Time, 5pm 

 Location was originally the Albertsons at University and Drycreek, has 

now been changed to the Safeway in Lonetree.  

 After action social at the Blue Spruce, location is the North East corner of 

Countyline and Colorado 

o 11/21 - Thanksgiving Basket assembly and delivery. 

 7am – council members will show to get things organized.  

 8am – parish volunteers will show to assemble baskets.  

 Coffee and donuts will be available.  

 9:30am – blessing of the baskets by Father Krol followed by a group 

pictures.   

 10am – basket deliveries start.  

 Action – Bob Luckner.  

 

d. Council Activity Report – Nereus Lobo/Paul Sciera 

 Given by Paul Sciera.   
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 The council is still working on a possible Family Social in the Great Hall as part of a Father 

Marek Krol meet-and-greet.  

 Nereus is organizing a Family Social event on 20 November, in conjunction with, and 

support of, the Thanksgiving Basket Drive food pick-up activity.  

 It will be held at the Blue Spruce restaurant, on the North East corner of Colorado and 

Countyline.  

. 

e.   Family Report – Shawn Conley 

 Given by Bill Hensen.   

 Family Bronco night in the Great Hall, with board games for the kids 

 The agreed-to-date is now set for 29 November.  

 It is a potluck, bring an appetizer or dish to share.  

 Action – Shawn Conley and Nereus Lobo  

 Roberta Marsh, the parish’s Religious Education coordinator, requested help from the 

council to support the GIFT program’s Adopt-a-Family Christmas initiative. 

o The council has agreed to provide drivers to help with the delivery of Christmas gifts 

on the 13
th

 of December.  

 Council Christmas party is scheduled for 11 December. 

 The next Sunday Breakfast is scheduled for 13 December.  

 

f.    Right to Life report – Mike McGinnis 

 40 Days for Life campaign completed at the end of October. 

 The blue and pink flags, in honor of the Right to Life month, were taken down on 3 

November.  

 Mike encouraged people to get involved in praying one hour a month in front of the Denver 

Planned Parenthood Office.  

 Mike is planning on ordering a new Right to Life month banner.  

 It will be placed at the entrance to the church.  

 Dave Petteys mentioned the ongoing KOC SOS initiative.  

 

g.   Youth Report – Tim Pimmel/Ben Stancati 

 Given by Ben Stancati. 

 Annual “Soccer Challenge” was held on 25 October, Sunday, at the Rock Canyon Middle 

School on the following schedule: 

o There were no Pax Christi participants for the council event. 

o There were four participants from St. Mark for the District competition.  

o The State competition is today.  

 For the January 2016 Free-throw Competition, Tim is looking into doing this in 

conjunction with other councils.   

 

h.   Newsletter – Chris Kennedy 

 Gary Mayfield is currently submitting the business meeting agenda list as our newsletter 

item. 

 Herb Engler has once again taken over the job of newsletter editor and will publish on a 

quarterly basis.  

 Per an email sent by Herb to the council. 

o He has created a temporary newsletter called 10937 Update and sent it to the 

membership this past week. 
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o He plans to continue the 10937 Update until everything is in place for Web Site 

production of the newsletter.  

 Herb also mentioned that he completed a procedures document detailing the following 

o How to access the Web Site and its different areas. 

o How to post an article for inclusion in the newsletter 

 Herb encouraged all Directors to post their status reports on the Web Site so they can be 

easily incorporated into the newsletter.  

 Council members may access the document by going to our cloud application 

(onedrive.com).  

 Chris and Herb are available by phone or email for one-on-one training.   

 

IX. Advocate’s Report – Dave Petteys 

 Dave discussed the planned flow of refugees into the United States.  

 There will be many more Muslims than Christians.   

 With a sizeable number of males being of military age. 

 Due to a number of noted issues connected to “Pay-Pal,” Supreme is strongly recommending 

that it not be used.  

 Recommends using Internet Merchant Accounts instead.  

  

X. Auditors and Trustees – Chris Kennedy/Paul Sciera/Joe Musso 

 Given by Paul Sciera. 

 An audit is due in February. 

 Nothing else to report.  

 

XI. Lecturer – Alan Brown/Ben Stancati 

              The Rev. Robert F. Houlihan S.J. Educator Series 

Alan Brown led this month’s discussion, which centered on two saintly men, both of their 

feast day’s are in November. One is St. Martin of Tours (316? – 397), and the other is St. Martin 

de Porres (1579 – 1639).  St. Martin of Tours was a fourth century equivalent of a modern day 

“conscientious objector, and first in a series of saints who was not martyred. Martin very much 

wanted to and eventually did become a monk. Through a series of fateful circumstances he was 

maneuvered into being a bishop. In that role he fought paganism as well as pleading for mercy to 

heretics. He was also ordained an exorcist and worked with great zeal against the Arians and 

their pagan beliefs. Additionally, Martin of Tours has been credited with the establishment of 

what may have been the first French monastery. Standing up to the powers to be, he rejected 

Bishop Ithacis’s principle of putting heretics to death, and spoke out against the intrusion of the 

emperor into such matters. Through force of will and effort, he did prevail in convincing the 

emperor to spare the life of the heretic Priscillian, believing that cooperation with Ithacis in other 

areas would help end the persecution of Priscillian followers. Nevertheless, for these actions 

Martin was accused of the same heresy and Priscillian was executed after all. Over time Martin’s 

conscious troubled him concerning his decision to seek accommodation with the emperor. He 

died in 397.  

 St. Martin de Porres was born of a Spanish father, a grandee of Peru, and a free black 

Panamanian mother, they were never married. Baptismal records of mixed race children during 

the time of de Porres used a plethora of cold and insensitive legal terminology such as – “Father 

unknown,” “Half-breed,” or “war souvenir.” Like many others, Martin de Porres might have 

developed into a bitter and resentful person, yet he did not. Instead, the historical narrative seems 

to suggest that even as a child he gave both his heart and his goods to the poor and despised. 

Being of dark skin Martin was ignored by his father until the age of eight. Yet after the birth of 
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his sister his father abandoned the family, thus forcing them into abject poverty at the lowest 

levels of Lima’s society. At 12 years of age, he apprenticed with a barber-surgeon. Finding this 

wanting, he eventually applied to the Dominicans to be a “lay helper,” feeling himself unworthy 

to be a religious leader. After nine years of leading a life of penance, charity and humility the 

Dominicans requested that he make a full religious profession. Being subjected to racism he 

fought hard against it and worked tirelessly up unto his death to treat and help all people, 

regardless of skin color. While his nights were filled with prayer and penance his days were 

filled with nursing the sick and caring for the poor. Martin de Porres was instrumental in the 

founding of an orphanage and taking care of slaves brought over from Africa. Reflecting on de 

Pore’s life, the irony for us is that racism is like a pollutant, a sin of the world, and everyone’s 

responsibility, yet apparently the fault of no one. Therefore, one would be hard pressed to find a 

more fitting patron of Christian forgiveness, for those discriminated against, and Christian 

justice, on the part of reformed racists, than Martin de Porres. He died in 1639 and was 

canonized by Saint John XXIII in 1962.    

 

XII. Unfinished Business -   

 None.  

 

XIII. New Business  

 None 

   

XIV. 4th Degree Report – Dave Petteys 

 A 4th degree Exemplification is scheduled for 15 November in Limon CO. 

 Mass for the clergy on 28 January in Pueblo, Father Marek is planning on attending as part of 

his Fourth Degree.  

 A quick assembly meeting will follow the council meeting.  

 

 XV. Field Agent Report – David Cary 

 None.  

 

XVI. District Deputy Report – John Lynn 

 None. 

         

XVII.    Good of the Order   

 Fellow Knights and associated family members in need of both spiritual and/or material 

assistance. 

o Bridget Mosley 

o Loren Hensen 

o Dennis and Michelle Cullen 

o Tony Yarosh 

o Jason McGinnis 

o Jim Myers (Art’s son) 

o Father Mike Buckley 

o Herb Engler 

o Neil Pugh family, and Calista  

 

XVIII.  Chaplain’s Summation – Father Mike 

 None given.   
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XIX.  Closing Prayer 

 Read by Chris Kennedy.  

 

MEETING ADJOURNED AT 8:43 AM                                                                                                                   

 The minutes were recorded and reported by Mr. Bernard Stancati.   
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