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Knights of Columbus 
In Service to One, In Service to All 

Rev. Robert F. Houlihan, S.J., Council 10937 

Monthly Meeting Minutes – 9 Jan, 2021 

         

I. General 

• The Council was called to order at 8:16AM by GK Mike Burkett.  

• Opening Prayers were offered by both the GK and the Chancellor.  

• The council recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 

• The Grand Knight then called for the role-call of officers; the results are as follows (P = Present; A = 

Absence; E = excused) 

 

Title  Title Status Title Status 

Chaplain P Financial Secretary P Inside Guard P 

Grand Knight P Treasurer E Outside Guard P 

Dep. Grand Knight E Lecturer P Trustee 3rd Year E 

Chancellor P Advocate P Trustee 2nd Year E 

Recorder P Warden P Trustee 1st Year P 

 

• The December business meeting minutes were read-in for approval by GK Mike Burkett. The GK then 

called for a motion to accept the minutes as read. Alan Brown made a motion to accept. Dave Martz 

provided a second. After no further discussion a vote was then taken and it was unanimous. The 

business meeting minutes from the previous month were then subsequently approved as read.  

 

II. Applications for Approval – Joe Regnery/Ryan Fesker  

• None.  

 

 

III. Grand Knight Report – Mike Burkett 

• Correspondence:  

• Thank You note received from Alternatives (see attachment pg. 9).  

• Information from Wheaton Insurance Agency about KOC insurance products and programs (see 

attachment (pgs.12 - 14). 

• Events/activities/shout-outs and general information:  

• The GK’s Thank-you and e-gratis corner. With special shout-out thanks going to: 

• Paul Sciera, and ‘The Dumpster Divers,’ for their work in getting the dumpster esthetic enclosure 

repaired (see attachment pg.15).    

• The membership at large for your service to the parish, community and council. Prayers for all 

affected by SARS-CoV-2/COVID-19. Please let us know of any distressed or sick Knight or 

family member. 

• All those big and small for their support in making the Christmas Eve and Christmas Day Masses 

a success. Many served as ushers, sacristans, lectors, acolytes, video recording, cantor, and 

parking lot attendants. Good show and well-done folks 

• Our council officers and directors for their dedication and support in leading numerous activities, 

projects, and ongoing day-to-day efforts.  

• Richard Cooke for stepping up and becoming ‘Community Director.’ As the new fraternal year 

progresses the council leadership will be inviting Knights to become officers, directors, and 

committee chairs.    
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• Ryan Fesker for leading the membership dues payment initiative.  

• To the membership at large for your generous support in providing Holiday gift donations to 

both the Pax Parish and to Father Andrzej.  

• An audit is due next month and will done after the February business meeting.  

• The GK announced that the KOC ‘Certificate of Merit’ award has been awarded to Leonard 

Martinez for his outstanding work, contributions, and service to the council, parish, and the general 

community. Good show and well done.  

• Child Safe Environment training will be done at the Parish. We need to have Knights trained in 

Child Safety Environment. Please note this training is mandatory for all Knights who help at Parish 

events involving Family and any youth participation. Please contact either Joanne Lafond or Wendy 

Balcerzak in the front office to get signed up.    

• The Planning Meeting for February is scheduled for Weds, 3 Feb, via Zoom, start time is 7pm. 

• Other: None.  

• Knight of the Month – is Paul Sciera.  

• Family of the Month – are the Henslers, Becky and Joe.  

• Knight of the Year – Alan Brown.  

• Pennies from Heaven or Bucks from the ‘KOC Bucksarooskies.’   

 

V. Chaplain’s Report – Father Andrzej Szczesnowicz  

• Father thanked all those in attendance, and the general membership at large, for the outstanding help and 

support rendered during Advent, and on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. Father specifically pointed 

out that he was very much pleased with the number of people that did attend Mass, especially since the 

parish was confronting these difficult and challenging times. He went on to thank the council for the 

Christmas Gifts that went to both himself and the parish. Lastly, Father pointed out that the was greatly 

appreciative of outstanding work done by Paul Sciera and the ‘Dumpster Divers’ on the dumpster 

esthetic enclosure project.     

 

V. Treasurer’s Report – Matt Bahnemann 

• Report(s) were distributed prior to the meeting (see attachment pgs.8&9). 

• Bank Balance – $24,298.62.  

• Outstanding Funds – ($1,452.00). 

• Hailey Fund – $246.41.  

• Lady Knights – $4,185.39. 

• Available Funds – $18,414.82. 

• For other additional information (see attachment pgs.8&9).  

 

VI. Financial Secretary’s Report – Ryan Fesker 

• Report(s) were distributed prior to the meeting (see attachment pgs.10&11). Figures for the month have 

been reconciled and are in balance with the Treasurers report.    

• Receipts/Actual Income – $871.  

• Expenditures – $3,455. 

• Expected Bank balance – $24,298.62  

• Due to recent activity, there is a net negative cash flow of ($2,584) for this period.  

• Due notices will be going out soon, mid-December.  

• For other additional information (see attachment pgs.10&11).  

 

VII. Auditor and Trustees - Joe Musso/Gary Mayfield/William Hensen.  

• Joe Musso spoke for the group. He complimented Mike Burkett on the efforts and work put forth in 

deciding who should be Knight and Family of the month, and Knight and Family of the Year, not an 
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easy task, much appreciated. Last thing, Joe thanked Father Andrzej for his outstanding support to 

both our council and the parish.  

• One last item of note, a council audit is due next month. Nothing else to report.  

 

VIII. Chancellor’s Update – Leonard Martinez.  

• Refund Support Vocations Program (RSVP): 

• Presently, the council is supporting three seminarians (Will Dwayer, Matthew Kane, and Kolbe 

Kirst).  

• The ‘Prayer for Vocations’ was read.  

 

IX. Program, Category, and Committee Reports – Facilitated by the GK for DGK Ken Balcerzak.  

• Other:  

• None.  

 

a. Membership Report – Joe Regnery  

• Form 100’s. 

• New candidate(s): 

• None   

• Transfers:  

• None.  

• ‘Charity, Unity, and Fraternity’ Exemplification Team:  

• Joe is planning on getting with the team concerning possible up and coming events.  

• Recuring training is also being planned.   

• Exemplifications:  

• Hugo’s ceremony on 12 December went well.  

• Joe is planning on holding another exemplification ceremony in February. This will be larger 

group ceremony that will done after one of the weekend Masses, encompassing both current 1st 

and 2nd Degree Knights, to include any new candidates. More information to follow.  

• Membership Retention committee: 

• Retention/Membership Drive related events and activities. 

• The December on-line membership drive is being continued through the rest of January. There 

has been a fair bit of interest expressed by a number of prospective members. As of yet, 

however, none have signed up. Joe plans on following up with these people, more information to 

follow.  

• The weekend of the 30/31st of January, Father Andrzej has given Joe permission to do pulpit 

announcement about why parish men should join our council.   

• Other:  

• Refer interested Catholic Men to this website – www.kofc.org/joinus.  

 

b. Faith-in-Action Top-level Program Report – Dan Donaldson 

• Nothing to report.  

 

c. Family Category Activity report – Brennan Mendus/Leonard Martinez 

• Required program(s): 

• Consecration to the Holy Family:  

• Prayer cards were handed out on the weekend of the 27/28 December.  

• Featured programs(s): 

• Food for Families: 

• Recommended program(s): 

http://www.kofc.org/joinus
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• Family of the Month/Year: 

• Family of the month – Henslers, Becky and Joe.   

• Family of the Year – LaFonds, Jo and Mike.  

• Keep Christ in Christmas event(s): 

• Action officer was Ken Balcerzak.  

• Council sponsored program(s): 

• Sunday donuts – cancelled by the parish front office.   

• Lenten Fish Tacos – cancelled.   

• Peach Sales. Completed.  

• 10937 Breakfast Burrito Brigade operations report:   

• Situation dependent, reactivation date is scheduled for 24 January 2021.  

• 10 volunteers are needed, Knights only for this first go around.  

• This will be a ‘grab and go’ operation.  

• Weather permitting, some physically separated tables maybe be setup on the lawn.   

• Funds raised will go to supporting our sponsored seminarians.  

• Spaghetti Dinners: 

• Virtual dinner with Zoom Bingo is tentatively being planned for 30 Jan 2021. A dry run prior 

to the actual scheduled event is also being planned, more information to follow.  

• Boyd Lake Camping Trip:  

• Planned for the July 2021 time frame.  

• The cost to reserve the camping site is around $1000. To help Brennan get started Jim Egan 

recommended that a motion be made, and vote taken, to allocate $500 dollars to this project. 

Brennan made the motion to allocate $500 to the project. Dan Donaldson provided a second. 

After no further discussion a vote was taken and it was unanimous.  

• Other: 

• Council monthly socials: 

• On permanent hold.  

• Diocesan sponsored Youth Protection Training program – contact Wendy Balcerzak at the front office.  

• The parish front office is looking for volunteers to get trained on recording the Saturday evening 

5pm Mass. Roger Giudici is the POC for this effort, please contact either Roger or the front 

office if interested.    

 

d. Community Category Activity report – GK for Richard Cooke    

• Required program(s): 

• Helping Hands: 

• Annual Thanksgiving Basket Drive:  

• Action officer was Leonard Martinez, good show and well done.   

• Forty Cans for Lent campaign. TBD.  

• Featured programs(s) 

• Recommended program(s):    

• Free Throw Championship: suspended until further notice.  

• Soccer Challenge: suspended until further notice.  

• Council sponsored program(s): 

• ARP/Special Olympics Tootsie Roll Drive. Currently suspended, more information to follow.  

• Football Fund Crazr.  

• This activity has been completed.  

• Beer and Brats: suspended until further notice.  

• Coat Drive initiative. 
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• Highway Cleanup: The last one was done in November. Another is being planned for the spring, 

more information to follow.  

• Other: 

• Proposed initiative to recognize Honorary and Life Members. 

• Saturday 16 January, help is needed with the removal and packing of Christmas church 

decorations.  

 

e. Faith Category Activity report – Alan Brown  

• Required program(s): 

• Spiritual Reflection: 

• Featured program(s):  

• Refund for Support Vocations Program (RSVP):  

• The council is currently sponsoring three seminarians. 

• See Chancellor’s report  

• Recommended program(s) 

• Marian Icon Prayer Program:  

• Rosary:  

• Holy Hours: 

• ‘Into the Breach:’  

• This program is currently being promoted by Supreme.   

• The plan is to begin the event on Saturday 16 January, by showing the first of 12 videos.  

• Council sponsored program(s) 

• KOC High School Senior Stewardship Scholarship Award program: 

• Currently our four recipients are: Cassierae Alvarado, Austen Yarosh, Sarah Mendus, and 

Darby Brown.  

• The program will be starting back up in January with the posting of information and 

instructions on how to obtain an application, associated requirements, and when applications 

need to be submitted. More information to follow.  

• Other: 

• The ‘Point Men’/ Knights Saturday morning Faith Seminars.  

• “The Search” program was completed on 9 January.  

• KOC ‘Into the Breach’ program to begin 16 January.  

   

f. Life Category Activity report – Mike McGinnis 

• Required program(s): 

• Novena for Life’ campaign/devotionals:  

• Pray to Protect Human Life will run from Jan 21 – 29th.  

• Join today at www. 9daysforlife.com. 

• Featured program(s):  

• Special Olympics: 

• The Tootsie Roll campaign – TBD for 2021  

• Marches for Life:  

• Recommended program(s): 

• The ‘Silver Rose’ initiative:  

• Respect Life Committee activities and initiatives:  

• 22 January, Mass for Life at the daily 9am Mass, followed by Adoration of the Blessed 

Sacrament.  

• Council sponsored program(s): 
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• The ‘Rose and Poem for Parenthood’ initiative has been resumed, taking into account published 

public health safety practices and procedures.     

• Other.  

• While Bishop Sheridan’s annual ‘Right to Life’ dinner has been cancelled, people are still 

encouraged to donate money. The date for the 2021 event has been set and is scheduled for 6 

October.  

• 17 January, ‘Sanctity of Life Sunday.’ For this event parishioners are being encouraged to make 

some small sacrifice.  

• 17 February to 28 March, the annual Lenten ‘40 Days for Life’ campaign 

 

X. Newsletter  

• To fill this requirement, Mike Burkett will continue to send the monthly meeting agenda into State.   

 

XI. Advocate’s Report – Jim Egan  

• No report.  

 

XII. Unfinished Business   

• None.  

 

XIII. New Business   

• None.   
 

XIV. 4th Degree Report – Paul Sciera 

• Assembly programs and initiatives:  

• Ushering and presentation of the gifts has been suspended until further notice.   

• The Fisher House outreach initiative has been suspended until further notice.  

• Special Olympics events: TBD.  

• Special Masses for special intentions will be announced as they come up in the schedule.  

• 4th Degree Exemplifications:  

• The next one is scheduled for 31 January 21, and will be done virtually.  

• Since FS Ryan Fesker is eligible to become a 4th Degree Knight, Roger asked him if he wanted 

to attend and he said yes. Roger then made a motion to read in and accept Ryan’s verbal 

agreement to become a 4th Degree Knight. Paul Sciera provided a second. After no further 

discussion a vote was taken and it was unanimous.  

• More information to follow concerning the planned exemplification.  

• The Assembly un-social committee: TBD 

• Honor Guard activities:    

• Nothing formally scheduled.  

• State is looking at providing training sometime in January in order to improve the professionalism of 

the color corps, more information to follow.  

• Financial Report:  

• Faithful Comptroller John Alfeld gave a status report concerning the assembly’s financials (see 

attachment (pg.16).  

• John also mentioned that the ‘first dues notice’ has been sent out to assembly members.  

• Other Assembly business:  

• None.    

:   
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XV. Field Agent Report – GK for Rylee Nelson  

• Plans are in development to provide a virtual online session concerning KOC insurance programs and 

products, more information to follow.   

• Correspondence from Wheaton Insurance Agency about KOC insurance (see attachment pgs.12-14).  

 

XVI. District Deputy Report – Roger Giudice for Blair Ohler 

• Contact info: b.ohler@comast.net; blair.ohler@gmail.com; Ave Marie parish in Parker. 

• Nothing to report. 

 

XVII. Good of the Order 

• Lecturer’s Reflection/The Rev Robert F. Houlihan S.J. Educator Series – Alan Brown/Ben 

Stancati.  

• Alan’s short discussion centered on Pope Francis’s Apostolic Letter concerning the ‘150th 

Anniversary of the Proclamation of Saint Joseph as the Patron of the Universal Church. To view the 

complete letter, go to http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_letters/documents/papa-

francesco-lettera-ap_20201208_patr is-corde.pdf 

 

• Please check-out the latest edition of Columbia magazine.  

 

• Council Prayer list: Gary Mayfield (recover from surgery); David Petteys (healing for ankle/leg 

11/19); Stancati family (Healing from Covid 11/28); James Egan (father of Jim for healing 12/12); 

Shultz family for sympathy for loss of mother 12/12); Rob Roberts 1/6/21 (Parishioner for healing from 

brain surgery, friend to Joe Musso), Katelyn Derani 1/6/21 (recovery from car accident – family friend 

of Brown family) Seminarians/future Sister (Will Dwayer, Yunior, Matthew Kane, Kolbe Kirst, 

Catherine Logan), Soul of Tom Thieme 12/25 (Mike McGinnis friend who was a colonel and school 

teacher) Soul of Mike Farabaugh 12/26 (Leonard Martinez’s cousin), Soul of Robert Morton 1/1/21 

(father of Tom Morton, parishioner and one of the Point Men), and all those in our hearts that need our 

prayers.  

 

XVIII. Chaplain’s Summation – Father Andrzej Szczesnowicz 

• None 

 

   XIX. Grand Knight’s Summary – Mike Burkett 

• None.  

 

     XX. Closing Prayer – Deputy Grand Knight.  

• Prayers were given by the GK and the Chancellor.      

 

Meeting was adjourned at 9:41AM.  Minutes recorded and reported by Bernard Stancati.   

 

 

http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_letters/documents/papa-francesco-lettera-ap_20201208_patr%20is-corde.pdf
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_letters/documents/papa-francesco-lettera-ap_20201208_patr%20is-corde.pdf
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--- Attachments/Correspondence/Other Documents---- 
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